MBS033 Ariel Ministries Digital Press

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION
By Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTTION ettt ettt ettt st sttt ettt et e 4
AL The CRATACTETISTICS  .eouviitieiieieeit ettt ettt et ettt et et e bt e bt e bt et e et e e bt enbeenbe e bt ebeenbeenaeenee 4
B. The INEIPretatiOn  ocoociieciiiiiieiieiiett ettt ettt et ettt ettt et st et ettt eene e 5
C. The Basic OULLIE  ..oooiiiiiiiiii ettt st st se e saee 6
I.  EPHESUS: THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH: A.D.30 TO AD. 100....cccociiiiiiieieieeceeee e 6
AL The DEeStiNAtION  .eeiiiiiiiiieie ettt ettt sa e sttt e sateesabeeeab et e beeebeeesbteesebeesabeesaneas 7
B. The Description of the Messiah ......ccc.ooouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 7
C. The CommEndation .........ccocuiiiiiiiiit ittt sttt ettt st e bt sbeesatesatesaeesaeesaeens 7
D. The GOndemnation .......coouiiiuieiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e st e st e sabeeebeeenbteesebeesabeesaeeas 8
E. The EXROrtation oottt st st s 8
Fo The Promise oot et et e 8
II. SMYRNA: THE CHURCH OF THE ROMAN PERSECUTION: A.D. 100 TO A.D. 313 ........ 8
AL The DEestiNAtION  .oooiiiiiiiiiieee ettt ettt et ettt et e bt e bt et be et e e e 8
B. The Description of the Messiah ......ccc.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 9
C. The COmMENAAtION ....ccouiiiiiiiiiiieiiee ittt ettt et et e st e e sttt e sbbeestbeesebeesabeeebeeebeeens 9
D. The EXDOTtation  cooioiiiiiiicie ettt ettt ettt et st e e 9
E. The Promise oottt b bbbttt e b e b e bbb nee e 10
III. PERGAMUM: THE CHURCH OF THE AGE OF CONSTANTINE: A.D. 313 TO A.D. 600 ........ 10
AL The DestiNAtION  .oociiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt st sttt s st sttt 11
B. The Description of the Messiah ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 11
C. The ComMmENdatION .....ccooueiiiiiiiiiieiieeitee ettt ettt ettt et e st e et e e bt e e bt e e sbbeesabeesabeesneeas 11
D. The Condemnation ........cocccociiiiiiiiniiiie ettt sttt sttt et e sbeenbeenbeenaee e 11
E. The EXROrtation oottt ettt et sb e e 12
E The Promise oottt ettt ettt et ettt s e e 12
IV. THYATIRA: THE CHURCH OF THE DARK AGES: A.D. 600 TO A.D. 1517 ..cccceovvvnennee. 13
AL The DEestINAtION  .ooiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt sttt st sb e sat e st sttt 13
B. The Description of the Messiahl ......ccc.coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiceeee e 13
C. The CommENdatiOn .......ccceeiieiriinieiieiieeee ettt ettt ettt et et e sbeesbeesbeenbeenbeenbeeneeenee 14
D. The Condemnation ........cocccoiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt sttt sttt e sbte st e sbeesbeesbeesbeesbeenbeenbeenee 14
E. The EXROTtAtiOn oottt sttt et enbt e s esabeesateas 15




MBS033 Ariel Ministries Digital Press

Fo The Promise oottt 16
V. SARDIS: THE CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION: A.D. 1517 TO A.D. 1648 .................. 16
AL The DEeStINAtION  eoiiiiieiiie ettt ettt ettt ettt e e bt e st e e bt e e bt e e beeesbbeeenbeesabeeenbeeeseeens 16
B. The Description of the Messiah ......c.ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 16
C. The CONdEmNation ........cceoiieiiiiieietee ettt ettt et et e bt e bt e bt e bt e beesbeesbeesbeenbeebeenbeeneeenee 16
D. The EXhOTtation .ooooiiiiieieeeee ettt ettt ettt e st e et e e beeeeneeesenee e 17
E. The Commendation ...........cooeiiiiiiiniiieeee ettt ettt ettt et e bt e bt esbe e beenbeeneee e 17
Eo The Promise oottt ettt ettt s 17

VI. PHILADELPHIA: THE CHURCH OF THE GREAT MISSIONARY MOVEMENT:

AD. 1648 TO AD. 1900 ..ottt ettt et ettt ettt e b e e b et eneen 18
AL The DEestiNAtION  oeiiiiiiiiiie ittt ettt st e st e ettt et e ettt e sbbeesabeeesbeeebeeens 18
B. The Description of the Messiah ......coccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 18
C. The CommeEndation ..........cooeirieniinieeeeee ettt ettt e bt et et e st e sbeenbeenbeenbeenbeeneeenne 18
D The PromiSe et ettt st et 19
E. The EXROTtation oottt ettt ettt e eat e st e s e eaeeas 20

VII LAODICEA: THE CHURCH OF THE APOSTASY: A.D. 1900 TO THE PRESENT DAY ....20

A. The Destination oot 20
B. The Description of the Messiah ......c.ccoouiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 20
C. The Condemnation ..ot 21
1. The Definition Of APOSTASY .c..evveeeeiiriireeietenienitetente sttt sttt st ettt esee s et seeennes 21

2. The Certainty of APOSLASY......cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e s 21

3. The Character Of APOSASY ....cooviriiiiiiiiiieeie ettt ettt ettt e 22

4. The Teachings 0f APOSTASY ..eecverririirieriiniinieetentine ettt sttt ettt et ettt saeesenaesieennens 22

5. The Deeds of Separation of APOStASY.....ccoeerierieriieniiinieniieneenteieenieene ettt 23

D. The Exhortation ... 24
E. The Promise i 24
F. The Believer's Responsibility Regarding ApPOStasy .........ccoeereerienienienieneeneeneeneeneeneeneeneeenne 25
CONCLUSION e 27

© 2005 Ariel Ministries. All rights reserved.

No part of this manuscript may be reproduced in any form, except in brief quotation in a review or professional work,

without written permission from the publishers. Cover illustration by Olivier Melnick.
Email: Homeoffice@ariel.org « www.ariel.org

Page 3



