MBS170 Ariel Ministries Digital Press

THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL: ACTS 15:1-35
By Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum

TABLE OF CONTENTS

I THE OCCASION: ACTS 15:1-3u ittt ettt ettt st 1
A. The Issue of Gentile Circumcision: ACts 1511 ..o 1

B. The Decision of the Church of Antioch: Acts 15:2 ..cocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccceeeeec e 2

C. The Journey to Jerusalem: ACts 15:3 ...coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccrcceeee e 2

D. The Meeting with the Jerusalem Church: Acts 13:4-3 ..o, 3

II. THE DECLARATIONS OF THE COUNCIL: ACTS 15:6-21 .ioiooiiiieieieeeeeeee e 4
A. The Gathering of the Church: Acts 15:6 ..cooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 4

B. The Testimony of Peter: Acts 15:7-11 it 4

I, Introduction: ACtS 15:7@ ..o e 4

2. Peter's Address: ACts 15:7D-11 oo 4

a. God's Choice: ACts 13:7D ciiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 5

b. The Holy Spirit's Authentication: Acts 15:8-9 .....ccceoiniiiiiiininiiiiininneencscereeen 5

c. Peter's Challenge: Acts 15:10-11 oot 6

C. The Testimony of Barnabas and Paul: Acts 15:12 ..o, 6

D. The Testimony of James: Acts 15:13 21 cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 7

1. The Deliberations: Acts 15:13-18 .....oiiiiiiii e 7

2. The Conclusions of James: Acts 15:19-21 oot 9

a. Concerning the Gentiles: Acts 15:19-20........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic 9

b. Concerning Moses: ACts 15:2] couiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 10

III. THE DECISION OF THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL: ACTS 15:22-29 ....ccooovviviiiiiiineene 10
A. The Selection of the Emissaries: Acts 15:22 ..ottt 10

B. The Charter of Gentile Christianity: Acts 15:23-29 ... 11

1. The Introduction: ACts 13:23 ..cc.ooiiiiiiiie et 11

2. The Repudiation of the Judaizers: Acts 15:24 ....cocooiiiiinininiiininiieeeeseeee e 11

3. The Approval of Paul and Barnabas: Acts 15:25-26 ....c..cccevvvevininieeviniinieienineeieienee 12

4. The Authorization of Judas and Silas: Acts 15:27 ..cccoviiiniiniiniiniieneeneeeeeeeeee 12

5. The Role of the Holy Spirit: Acts: 15:28-29 ..c.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeceeeeeeee 12

IV. THE REPORT TO THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH: ACTS 15:30-35 ..cccceoiiiiiiiinincceene 14
A. The Delivery of the Letter: Acts 15:30-31 ..oceoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 14

B. The Ministry of Judas and Silas: Acts 15:32-33 ..ccooiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiccecee e 14

C. The Ministry of Paul and Barnabas: Acts 15:35...cccciiiiiiiniiniiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e 15

D. The Results of the Jerusalem Council ..........ccoceiiiiiiniiiiiiiiniieeeeeeeeeeee e 15

© 2005 Ariel Ministries. All rights reserved.
No part of this manuscript may be reproduced in any form, except in brief quotation in a review or professional work,
without written permission from the publishers. Cover illustration by Olivier Melnick.

Email: Homeoffice@ariel.org * www.ariel.org

Page 2



