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	 I.	 INTRODUCTION

	 A.	 Definition - Musteirion

	 1.	 Etymology

	 a.	 Root - Mueo

	 b.	 Classical Greek

	 2.	 New Testament Meaning

	 a.	 The Meaning

	 b.	 Scripture

	 (1)	 Matthew 13:11 and 35

	 (2)	 Romans 16:25-26

	 (3)	 I Corinthians 2:7

	 (4)	 Ephesians 3:4-5

	 (5)	 Ephesians 3:9

	 (6)	 Colossians 1:26

	 c.	 Summary

	 3.	 Six Observations

THE EIGHT MYSTERIES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 
by Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum



O-EMNT.PDFCopyright © 2010, Ariel Ministries. The Eight Mysteries of the New Testament - OUTLINE, PAGE 2 

	 B.	 Usage

	 1.	 Number

	 2.	 Categories

	 C.	 The Origin of Paul’s Concept

	 1.	 The Pagan Mystery Religions

	 a.	 The Mystery in Paganism

	 b.	 Comparison with Paul’s Mystery

	 2.	 The Jewish Context

	 a.	 The Septuagint and the Aramaic Word Raza

	 b.	 The Hebrew Word Sod

	 D.	 Summary of the Content of the Mystery

	 1.	 The Gospels

	 a.	 Matthew 13:11

	 b.	 Mark 4:11

	 c.	 Luke 8:10

	 2.	 Paul’s Writings

	 a.	 Romans 11:25

	 b.	 Romans 16:25-27

	 c.	 I Corinthians 2:1

	 d.	 I Corinthians 2:7

	 e.	 I Corinthians 4:1

	 f.	 I Corinthians 13:2

	 g.	 I Corinthians 14:2
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	 h.	 I Corinthians 15:51

	 i.	 Ephesians 1:9-10

	 j.	 Ephesians 3:1-13

	 k.	 Ephesians 5:32

	 l.	 Ephesians 6:19-20

	 m.	 Colossians 1:26-27

	 n.	 Colossians 2:2-3

	 o.	 Colossians 4:3

	 p.	 II Thessalonians 2:7

	 q.	 I Timothy 3:9

	 r.	 I Timothy 3:16

	 3.	 The Book of Revelation

	 a.	 Revelation 1:20

	 b.	 Revelation 10:7

	 c.	 Revelation 17:5, 7

	 E.	 Opposition to the Mystery

	 1.	 Matthew 13:3-7 and 18-22

	 2.	 I Corinthians 2:6-8

	 3.	 Paul’s Imprisonment

	 4.	 II Thessalonians 2:7

	 5.	 Revelation 17:5, 7

	 6.	 Revelation 10:7
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	 F.	 The Understanding of the Mystery

	 1.	 Matthew 13:10-17

	 2.	 I Corinthians 2:6 - 3:3

	 a.	 The Natural Man

	 b.	 The Carnal Man

	 c.	 The Spiritual Man

	 3.	 The Process of Gaining the Understanding of the Mystery

	 a.	 Isaiah 8:16, 19-20

	 b.	 I Corinthians 4:6

	 c.	 II Timothy 3:12 - 4:4

	 II.	 THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM

	 A.	 The Kingdom of God Program

	 INTRODUCTION

	 a.	 The Basic Meaning

	 b.	 The Three Interrelated Ideas

	 c.	 The Two Aspects to the Kingdom of God

	 d.	 Terminology

	 e.	 Contradictory Terminology

	 1.	 The Universal Kingdom or The Eternal Kingdom 

	 a.	 Meaning

	 b.	 The Names

	 c.	 Scripture
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	 2.	 The Spiritual Kingdom 

	 a.	 Meaning

	 b.	 The Present Age

	 c.	 Scripture

	 3.	 The Theocratic Kingdom 

	 a.	 Meaning

	 b.	 History

	 (1)	 Establishment

	 (2)	 The Mediatorial Kingdom

	 (3)	 The Monarchial Kingdom

	 c.	 Scripture

	 4.	 The Messianic Kingdom or The Millennial Kingdom

	 a.	 Meaning

	 b.	 The Names

	 c.	 The Old Testament Basis

	 d.	 The New Testament Offer

	 5.	 The Mystery Kingdom

	 a.	 The Name

	 b.	 The Timing

	 c.	 Definition and Description

	 d.	 Distinctives of the Mystery Kingdom
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	 B.	 The Parables of the Kingdom

	 1.	 The Parable of the Sower

	 2.	 The Parable of the Seed Growing of Itself

	 3.	 The Parable of the Tares

	 4.	 The Parable of the Mustard Seed

	 5.	 The Parable of the Leaven

	 6.	 The Parable of the Treasure

	 7.	 The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price

	 8.	 The Parable of the Net

	 9.	 The Parable of the Householder

	 III.	 THE FIVE MYSTERIES OF THE CHURCH

	 A.	 The Mystery of the Seven Stars and Seven Golden Lampstands - Revelation 1:20 

	 1.	 The Seven Stars

	 2.	 The Seven Lampstands

	 B.	 The Mystery of the Body - Ephesians 3:1-12

	 1.	 Paul the Prisoner - 3:1

	 2.	 The Dispensation of the Grace of God - 3:2

	 3.	 The Revelation of the Mystery - 3:3

	 4.	 Paul’s Knowledge of the Mystery - 3:4

	 5.	 The Timing of the Revelation of the Mystery - 3:5

	 6.	 The Content of the Mystery - 3:6
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	 7.	 Paul’s Ministry - 3:7

	 8.	 Paul: The Apostle of the Mystery - 3:8

	 9.	 The Goal - 3:9

	 10.	The Purpose - 3:10

	 11.	The Plan of God - 3:11

	 12.	Paul’s Confidence - 3:12

	 C.	 The Mystery of the Indwelling Christ - Colossians 1:24-29

	 1.	 Paul’s Rejoicing - 1:24

	 2.	 Paul’s Ministry - 1:25

	 3.	 The Revelation of the Mystery - 1:26

	 4.	 The Object and the Content of the Mystery - 1:27

	 5.	 Paul’s Goal - 1:28-29

	 D.	 The Mystery of the Bride of Christ - Ephesians 5:22-33

	 1.	 The Principle of Subjection - 5:22

	 2.	 Comparison and Contrast - 5:23

	 3.	 Comparison - 5:24

	 4.	 Comparison and Contrast - 5:25

	 5.	 Christ’s Present and Future Purpose for the Church - 5:26-27

	 a.	 Present - 5:26

	 b.	 Future - 5:27

	 6.	 The Comparison - 5:28-30

	 a.	 In Love - 5:28

	 b.	 In Maturing - 5:29
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	 c.	 The Basis - 5:30

	 7.	 Quotation - 5:31

	 8.	 The Content of the Mystery - 5:32

	 9.	 Conclusions - 5:33

	 E.	 The Mystery of the Translation - I Corinthians 15:50-58

	 1.	 The Declaration

	 2.	 The Content of the Mystery

	 IV.	 THE MYSTERY OF ISRAEL’S HARDENING

	 A.	 Romans 9:1 - 11:36

	 1.	 The Theology of Israel’s Rejection - 9:1-29

	 a.	 Paul’s Sorrow and Israel’s Privileges - 9:1-5

	 (1)	 Paul’s Sorrow - 9:1-3

	 (2)	 Israel’s Privileges - 9:4-5

	 b.	 Israel’s Rejection in Light of Biblical History - 9:6-13

	 (1)	 The Two Israels - 9:6

	 (2)	 The Two Illustrations - 9:7-13

	 c.	 Israel’s Rejection in Light of Biblical Principles - 9:14-29

	 (1)	 First Question - 9:14-18

	 (2)	 Second Question - 9:19-29

	 d.	 Summary
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	 2.	 The Explanation of Israel’s Rejection - 9:30 - 10:21

	 a.	 The Stumbling of the People - 9:30-33

	 b.	 Israel’s Ignorance of the Channel of Salvation - 10:1-11

	 (1)	 Paul’s Desire - 10:1-2

	 (2)	 Legal Righteousness - 10:3-5

	 (3)	 Faith Righteousness - 10:6-11

	 c.	 Israel’s Ignorance of the Universal Character of Salvation - 10:12-13

	 d.	 Israel’s Ignorance of the Universal Preaching of the Gospel - 10:14-21

	 3.	 The Consolation of Israel’s Rejection - 11:1-32

	 a.	 The Rejection by Israel is Not Total - 11:1-10

	 b.	 The Purpose of Israel’s Stumbling - 11:11-15

	 c.	 The Olive Tree - 11:16-24

	 (1)	 The Illustration and the Principle - 11:16

	 (2)	 The Olive Tree - 11:17-24

	 (a)	 The Place of Spiritual Blessing - 11:17

	 (b)	The Warning - 11:18-22

	 (c)	 Israel’s Eventual Restoration - 11:23-24

	 d.	 The Mystery - 11:25-32

	 (1)	 The Content of the Mystery - 11:25

	 (2)	 The National Salvation of Israel - 11:26-27

	 (3)	 Israel’s Present Status During the Mystery - 11:28-29

	 (4)	 The Principle of the Calling Out of the Gentiles and Israel’s National Salvation - 11:30-32

	 4.	 Doxology - 11:33-36
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	 B.	 Romans 16:25-27

	 1.	 The Foundation of Spiritual Growth - 16:25-26a

	 2.	 The Content of the Mystery - 16:26b-27

	 V.	 THE SATANIC MYSTERY: THE CONFLICT OF THE DIVINE MYSTERY

	 	 AND THE SATANIC MYSTERY

	 A.	 The Mystery of Babylon - Revelation 17:1-18

	 1.	 The Religious System of the First Half of the Tribulation - 17:1-6

	 a.	 The Angelic Declaration - 17:1-2

	 b.	 The Revelation of the Harlot - 17:3-6

	 2.	 The Government Supporting the Religious System - 17:7-14

	 a.	 The Mystery - 17:7a

	 b.	 The Government - 17:7b-14

	 3.	 The Interpretation of the Many Waters - 17:15

	 4.	 The Destruction of Mystery Babylon - 17:16-17

	 5.	 The Headquarters of Mystery Babylon - 17:18

	 B.	 The Mystery of Lawlessness and the Lawless One - II Thessalonians 2:1-12

	 1.	 The General Topic - 2:1

	 2.	 The Specific Problem - 2:2

	 3.	 The Evidence - 2:3

	 4.	 The Actions of the Antichrist - 2:4

	 5.	 A Reminder - 2:5

	 6.	 The Time is Not Yet - 2:6

	 7.	 The Content of the Mystery - 2:7
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	 8.	 The Lawless One - 2:8-10

	 a.	 The Revelation - 2:8a

	 b.	 The Fall - 2:8b

	 c.	 The Energizing - 2:9

	 d.	 The Goal - 2:10

	 9.	 The Judgment of God - 2:11-12

	 a.	 The Delusion - 2:11

	 b.	 The Judgment - 2:12

	 C.	 The Defeat of the Satanic Mystery - Revelation 10:1-7

	 1.	 The Angel With the Little Scroll - 10:1-2

	 2.	 The Seven Thunders - 10:3-4

	 3.	 The Mystery - 10:5-7

	 a.	 The Solemn Oath - 10:5-6

	 b.	 The Content of the Mystery - 10:7

	 (1)	 Exposition

	 (2)	 Revelation 11:15-19

	 (3)	 Revelation 15:1 - 16:21

	 4.	 Conclusion: IT IS FINISHED


