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The Jewish Foundation 
of the Life of Messiah
Based on the course by Arnold Fruchtenbaum                             
The Life of Messiah from a Jewish Perspective                                                
using “Ariel’s Harmony of the Gospels”

Class #1 ~ Introduction and Paragraph 1
INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL ..................................................................................... Para. 1

..........................................................  1. The Sources of Knowledge (Luke’s Prologue)  Para. 1

Class #2 ~ Paragraphs 2 - 3
..................................................  2. The Pre-existence of the Messiah (John’s Prologue) Para. 2 

I. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE KING.............................................................. Para. 3-27 

............................................................................................ A. The Arrival of the King Para. 3-19 

.........................................................................................  1. The Genealogy of the King Para. 3

Class #3 ~ Paragraphs 4 - 11
..........................................................................................  2. The Advent of the King Para. 4-11 

..............................................   a. The Annunciation of the Birth of John to Zacharias Para. 4 

.....................................................   b. The Annunciation of the Birth of Jesus to Mary Para. 5 

................................................................................   c. The Visit of Mary to Elizabeth Para. 6 

...................................................................................................   d. The Song of Mary Para. 7 

.....................................................................................................   e. The Birth of John Para. 8 

...................................................   f. The Annunciation of the Birth of Jesus to Joseph Para. 9 

............................................................................................   g. The Birth of the King Para. 10 

...................................................................   h. The Announcement to the Shepherds Para. 11
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Class #4 ~ Paragraphs 12 - 19
..................................................................................  3. His Infancy and Childhood Para. 12-19 

   ....................................................................................................a. The Circumcision Para. 12

 ..........................................................................................................b. The Presentation Para. 13 

.........................................................................................................   c. His Infancy Para. 14-16 

.................................................................................................    (1) In Bethlehem. Para. 14 

..........................................................................................................    (2) In Egypt Para. 15 

.....................................................................................................    (3) In Nazareth Para. 16 

.....................................................................................................   d. His Boyhood Para. 17-19 

.....................................................................................................    (1) His Growth Para. 17 

....................................................................................    (2) The Visit to Jerusalem Para. 18 

...........................................................................................    (3) His Development Para. 19

Class #5 ~ Paragraphs 20 - 27
    B. The Herald of the King.................................................................................................Para. 20-23 

................................................................................................  1. The Message to John Para. 20 

................................................................................................  2. The Message by John Para. 21 

..........................................................................................  3. The Explanation by John Para. 22 

................................................................................................  4. The Promise by John Para. 23 

..................................................................................... C. The Approval of the King Para. 24-27 

........................................................................................................  1. At His Baptism. Para. 24 

..........................................................................................  2. Through the Temptation Para. 25 

......................................................................................................  3. By His Herald Para. 26-27 

......................................................................   a. Testimony of John Before Leaders. Para. 26 

...................................................................................   b. Testimony of John to Jesus Para. 27

Class #6 ~ Paragraphs 28 - 37
II. THE AUTHENTICATION OF THE KING..................................................... Para. 28-57 

...................................................................................... A. Acceptance of His Person Para. 28-37 

...............................................................................  1. The Belief by the First Disciples Para. 28 

......................................................................  2. The Belief Through the First Miracle Para. 29 

......................................................................................  3. The Sojourn in Capernaum Para. 30 
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..................................................................................  4. The Possession of the Temple Para. 31 

..............................................................................................  5. Acceptance in Judea Para. 32-33 

.................................................................................................   a. Faith in His Signs. Para. 32 

............................................................................   b. The Explanation to Nicodemus Para. 33 

.................................................................................................  6. The Witness of John Para. 34 

........................................................................................  7. The Imprisonment of John Para. 35 

.....................................................................................  8. The Acceptance in Samaria. Para. 36 

........................................................................................  9. The Acceptance in Galilee Para. 37

Class #7 ~ Paragraphs 38 - 48
...................................................................................... B. The Authority of the King Para. 38-57 

...................................................................................  1. Messiah’s Authority to Preach Para. 38 

...................................................................................  2. Messiah’s Authority to Heal . Para. 39

.......................................................................................  3. The Rejection in Nazareth Para. 40 

............................................................................  4. The Headquarters in Capernaum Para. 41 

..........................................................................  5. Messiah’s Authority Over Demons Para. 42 

...........................................................................  6. Messiah’s Authority Over Disease Para. 43 

.................................................................................  7. Messiah’s Authority to Preach Para. 44 

...........................................................................  8. Messiah’s Authority Over Nature. Para. 45 

.....................................................................  9. Messiah’s Authority Over Defilement Para. 46 

.......................................................................  10. Messiah’s Authority to Forgive Sin. Para. 47 

...............................................................................  11. Messiah’s Authority Over Men Para. 48

Class #8 ~ Paragraphs 49 - 54
  ...................................................................12. Messiah’s Authority Over Tradition Para. 49 

................................................................  13. Messiah’s Authority Over the Sabbath Para. 50-52 

   .........................................................................a. Through the Healing of a Paralytic Para. 50 

.....................................................................   b. Through the Controversy Over Grain Para. 51 

   .......................................c. Through the Healing of a Man With a Withered Hand Para. 52 

  ......................................................................................14. Messiah’s Authority to Heal Para. 53 

...................................................................................  15. The Choosing of the Twelve Para. 54
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Class #9 ~ Paragraphs 55 - 57
  .................................................................16. Messiah’s Authority to Interpret the Law Para. 55

..................................................................................   a. The Occasion and Theme Matt. 5:1-2

...................................................   b. The Characteristics of True Righteousness Matt. 5:3-16

    (1) Characteristics of Those Who Attain in Relation to God and Man.........Matt. 5:3-12

........................................................    (2) Characteristics of Those Who Fail Luke 6:24-26 

................................................    (3) Characteristics in Relation to the World Matt. 5:13-16 

.................................................................   c. The Code of True Righteousness Matt. 5:17-48 

...................................................................    (1) Introduction - Jot and Tittle Matt. 5:17-20 

.......................................................................................    (2) The Examples. Matt. 5:21-48 

.............................................................   d. The Conduct of True Righteousness  Matt. 6:1-18

................................................................................................    (1) Introduction . Matt. 6:1

.........................    (2) The Examples (including Six Point Outline for Prayer) Matt. 6:2-18

.........................................................   e. The Practice of True Righteousness Matt. 6:19 - 7:12

..........................................   f. The Warnings Concerning True Righteousness. Matt. 7:13-27

...........................................................................................   g. The Conclusion Matt. 7:28 - 8:1

................................................................  17. Recognition of Authority in Capernaum Para. 56 

....................................................  18. Recognition of Authority Throughout the Land Para. 57 

Class #10 ~ Paragraphs 58 - 65
III. THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE KING...................................................... Para. 58-73 

....................................................................................... A. The Rejection of the Herald Para. 58 

.......................................................................................... B. Curses on Cities of Galilee Para. 59 

.....................................................................  1. The Condemnation for Unbelief Matt. 11:20-24 

............................................................................  2. The Explanation of Unbelief Matt. 11:25-27 

........................................................  3. The Invitation to Belief and Discipleship Matt. 11:28-30 

......................................................................................... C. The Reception by a Sinner Para. 60 

 ...........................................................................................D. The Witness to the King Para. 61

............................................................. E. The Rejection of the King by the Leaders Para. 62-63 

..............................................................................................  1. The Unpardonable Sin Para. 62

..............................................................................................   a. The Rejection. Matt. 12:22-24 

................................................................................................   b. The Defense. Matt. 12:25-29 
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..............................................................................................   c. The Judgment Matt. 12:30-37 

.........................................................................  2. The New Policy Concerning Signs Para. 63 

......................................................................   a. The Sign for that Generation Matt. 12:38-40 

...............................................................   b. The Judgment of that Generation Matt. 12:41-45

............................................................................ F. Revelation in View of Rejection Para. 64-70

 ................................................................. 1. The Repudiation of all Earthly Relations Para. 65

Class #11 ~ Paragraphs 64 - 66
...........  2. The Course of the Kingdom Program in the Present Age/Public Parables Para. 64 

..........  3. The Course of the Kingdom Program in the Present Age/Private Parables Para. 66

Class #12 ~ Paragraphs 67 - 73
..................................................................................................  4. Power Over Nature Para. 67 

................................................................................................  5. Power Over Demons Para. 68 

..............................................................................  6. Power Over Disease and Death Para. 69 

.............................................................................................  7. Power Over Blindness Para. 70

................................................................................ G. The Final Rejection in Nazareth Para. 71 

..................................................................................... H. Witness in View of Rejection Para. 72 

..................................................................................................  1. Introduction Matt. 9:35 - 10:4 

................................................................  2. Practical Instructions for the Mission Matt. 10:5-15

...........................................  3. Instructions in View of the Coming Persecution  Matt. 10:16-23 

.....................................................................  4. Instruction in View of Rejection Matt. 10:24-33 

...........................................................................  5. The Results of the Rejection Matt. 10:34-39 

...........................................................  6. Rewards for Individuals Who Accept Matt. 10:40-42 

.......................................................................................................  7. The Fulfillment Matt. 11:1 

.............................................................................................. I. The Death of the Herald Para. 73

Class #13 ~ Paragraphs 74 - 84
IV. THE TRAINING OF THE TWELVE BY THE KING.................................. Para. 74-98 

............................................................................................ A. The Feeding of the 5,000 Para. 74 

................................ B. Messiah’s Rejection of the Galileans’ Offer to Make Him King Para. 75 

............................................................................. C. The Training Through the Storm Para. 76 

.................................................................................... D. The Reception in Gennesaret Para. 77 
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.................................................................. E. Instruction Concerning the Bread of Life Para. 78 

........................................................................... F. Instruction Concerning Defilement Para. 79 

............................................................................. G. The Reception in Tyre and Sidon Para. 80 

................................................................................ H. The Reception in the Decapolis. Para. 81 

.......................................................................................... I. The Rejection in Magadan Para. 82 

.................................................................................. J. The Warning Against Rejection Para. 83

...................................................................................       K. The Healing of the Blind Man Para. 84

Class #14 ~ Paragraphs 85 - 94
............................................................................................. L. The Confession of Peter Para. 85 

........................................................ M. Instruction Concerning the Death of the King. Para. 86 

.................................................................. N. Instruction Concerning the Kingdom Para. 87-88

........................................................................................  1. The Promise of Revelation Para. 87 

..........................................  2. The Transfiguration:  The Revelation of the Kingdom Para. 88 

................................................................................... O. Instruction Concerning Elijah Para. 89 

.................................................................................... P. Instruction Concerning Faith Para. 90 

......................................................... Q. Instruction Concerning the Death of the King. Para. 91 

................................................................................ R. Instruction Concerning Sonship Para. 92 

............................................................................... S. Instruction Concerning Humility Para. 93 

...................................................... T. Instruction Concerning Exclusiveness and Pride Para. 94

Class #15 ~ Paragraphs 95 - 101
 ...........................................................................U. Instruction Concerning Forgiveness Para. 95 

.................................................................................... V. The Challenge by the Brothers Para. 96

........................................................................................... W. The Journey to Jerusalem Para. 97

........................................................................... X. Instruction Concerning Discipleship Para. 98 

V. THE OPPOSITION TO THE KING ................................................................... Para. 99-112 

..................................................................... A. The Conflict at the Feast of Tabernacles Para. 99 

..........................................................................  1. Messiah’s Authority Questioned John 7:11-15 

........................................................................................  2. Messiah’s Explanation John 7:16-24 

.............................................................................  3. Messiah’s Person Questioned John 7:25-27 

.......................................................................................  4. Messiah’s Explanation John 7:28-30 
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.......................................................................................  5. The People’s Response John 7:31-36 

...........................................................................................  6. Messiah’s Invitation John 7:37-44 

.....................................................................................  7. The Pharisaic Response John 7:45-52 

........................................................................................ B. The Conflict Over the Law Para. 100 

....................................................................................... C. The Conflict Over the Light Para. 101

Class #16 ~ Paragraphs 102 - 109
.................................................................................. D. The Conflict Over His Person Para. 102 

.......................................................................  1. Messiah the True Object of Faith John 8:21-30 

................................................................................  2. Messiah the True Deliverer John 8:31-59 

.........................................................................................................   a. From Sin John 8:31-40 

.....................................................................................................   b. From Satan John 8:41-50 

.....................................................................................................   c. From Death John 8:51-59 

........................................... E. The Conflict Over the Healing of the Man Born Blind Para. 103 

....................................................................................................  1. Physical Healing John 9:1-12 

.......................................................................................  2. The First Interrogation John 9:13-17 

..............................................................................  3. The Interrogation of Parents John 9:18-23 

................................................................................  4. The Second Interrogation John 9:24-34 

................................................................................................  5. Spiritual Healing John 9:35-41 

.............................................................................. F. The Conflict Over the Shepherd Para. 104 

.................................................................................  1. Messiah the True Shepherd John 10:1-6 

...............................................................................................  2. Messiah the Door John 10:7-10 

.............................................................................  3. Messiah the Good Shepherd John 10:11-18 

.....................................................................................................  4. The Division John 10:19-21

....................................................................................... G. The Witness of the Seventy Para. 105 

................................................................................................  1. The Seventy Sent Luke 10:1-16 

.........................................................................................  2. The Seventy Return Luke 10:17-20 

...............................................................................................  3. Messiah’s Prayer Luke 10:21-24 

...................................................... H. The Conflict Over the Question of Eternal Life Para. 106 

....................................................................................... I. The Example of Fellowship Para. 107 

................................................................................................... J. Instruction in Prayer Para. 108
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................................................................ K. Conflict Over Healing of the Dumb Man Para. 109 

........................................................................................................  1. The Charge Luke 11:14-16 

......................................................................................................  2. The Defense Luke 11:17-23 

...........................................................................  3. The Condition of the Nation Luke 11:24-28 

............................................................................  4. The Sign to that Generation Luke 11:29-32 

......................................................................................  5. The Call to the Nation Luke 11:33-36

Class #17 ~ Paragraphs 110 - 115
..................................................................... L. The Conflict Over Pharisaic Ritualism Para. 110 

....................................................................................... M. Instruction of the Disciples Para. 111 

.............................................................................................................  1. Hypocrisy Luke 12:1-12 

....................................................................................................  2. Covetousness Luke 12:13-34 

.........................................................................................................   a. Occasion Luke 12:13-15 

.....................................................................................................   b. Instruction Luke 12:16-21 

....................................................................................................   c. Application Luke 12:22-34 

....................................................................................................  3. Watchfulness Luke 12:35-40 

.....................................................................................................  4. Faithfulness Luke 12:41-48 

..............................................................................  5. The Effects of His Coming Luke 12:49-53 

...................................................................................  6. The Signs of the Times Luke 12:54-59 

.....................................................................................  7. Concerning Repentance. Luke 13:1-9 

.................................................................................  8. Concerning Israel’s Need Luke 13:10-17 

.................................................................  9. Concerning the Kingdom Program Luke 13:18-21 

.................................................................... N. The Conflict at the Feast of Dedication Para. 112

VI. THE PREPARATION OF THE DISCIPLES BY THE KING .................... Para. 113-131 

...................................................................................... A. The Withdrawal from Judea Para. 113

............................................... B. Instruction Concerning Entrance into the Kingdom Para. 114 

............................................................................. C. Instruction in a Pharisee’s House. Para. 115 

...............................................................................................  1. True Sabbath Rest Luke 14:1-6 

.............................................................................................................  2. Humility. Luke 14:7-11 

...........................................................................................  3. Respect of Persons Luke 14:12-14 

........................................................................  4. The Rejection of the Invitation Luke 14:15-24
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Class #18 ~ Paragraphs 116 - 124
...................................................................... D. Instruction Concerning Discipleship. Para. 116 

......................................... E. Instruction Concerning God’s Attitude Toward Sinners Para. 117

........................................................................................................  1. The Occasion Luke 15:1-2

...........................................................................................  2. The Three  Parables Luke 15:3-32

..........................................................................   a. The Parable of the Lost Sheep Luke 15:3-7

.........................................................................   b. The Parable of the Lost Coin Luke 15:8-10

....................................................................               c. The Parable of the Prodigal Son Luke 15:11-32

................................................................................. F. Instruction Concerning Wealth Para. 118 

....................................................................  1. The Parable of the Unjust Steward Luke 16:1-13 

.......................................................................  2. The Conflict with the Pharisees Luke 16:14-18 

..........................................................  3. The Story of the Rich Man and Lazarus Luke 16:19-31 

........................................................................ G. Instruction Concerning Forgiveness Para. 119 

............................................................................... H. Instruction Concerning Service Para. 120 

........................................ I. The Resurrection of Lazarus:  The First Sign of Jonah Para. 121-123 

..........................................................................................  1. The Sign of Resurrection Para. 121 

.......................................................................................   a. The Death of Lazarus John 11:1-16 

...........................................................................................   b. Jesus and Martha .John 11:17-27 

...............................................................................................   c. Jesus and Mary John 11:28-32 

..........................................................................................   d. Jesus and Lazarus John 11:33-44 

.................................................................  2. The Rejection of the First Sign of Jonah Para. 122 

.............................................................................  3. Instruction in Light of Rejection Para. 123 

................................................................   a. The Personal Witness to Caiaphas Luke 17:11-19 

...................................................   b. The New Form of the Kingdom Program Luke 17:20-21 

...............................................   c. Instruction Concerning the Second Coming Luke 17:22-37 

................................................................................................... J. Instruction in Prayer Para. 124

Class #19 ~ Paragraphs 125 - 136
.............................................................................................. K. Instruction on Divorce Para. 125 

.............................................................. L. Instruction on Entrance into the Kingdom Para. 126 

....................................................................................... M. Instruction on Eternal Life Para. 127 

.......................................................................... N. Instruction Concerning His Death Para. 128 
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................................................................................. O. The Healing of the Blind Men Para. 129

.................................................. P. Instruction Concerning the Kingdom Program Para. 130-131 

.....................................................................................................  1. Personal Faith Luke 19:1-10 

.......................................................................................  2. Postponed Kingdom .Luke 19:11-28

VII. THE OFFICIAL PRESENTATION OF THE KING ................................ Para. 132-144 

.............................................................................................. A. The Arrival in Bethany Para. 132 

................................................................................................ B. The Triumphal Entry Para. 133 

................................................................................... C. The Authority of the King Para. 134-135 

....................................................................................  1. The Cursing of the Fig Tree Para. 134

........................................................................................  2. Possession of the Temple. Para. 135 

...................................................................................... D. The Invitations by the King Para. 136 

....................................................................................................  1. The Invitation John 12:20-36 

.............................................................  2. John’s Summary of Messiah’s Ministry John 12:37-50 

..........................................................................................   a. Summary of Israel John 12:37-43 

.........................................................................................   b. Summary of Jesus John 12:44-50

Class #20 ~ Paragraphs 137 - 144
.............................................................................................. E. The Proof of Authority Para. 137 

..................... F. The Authority of the King Challenged: The Testing of the Lamb Para. 138-141 

..............................................................................................  1. By Priests and Elders. Para. 138 

   a. The Attack 

   b. The Answer 

    (1) The Parable of the Two Sons 

    (2) The Parable of the Householder 

    (3) The Parable of the Wedding 

...................................................................................  2. By Pharisees and Herodians Para. 139 

   a. The Attack 

   b. The Answer 

..........................................................................................................  3. By Sadducees Para. 140 

   a. The Attack 

   b. The Answer 

............................................................................................................  4. By Pharisees Para. 141 
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   a. The Attack

   b. The Answer 

...................................................................................... G. The Challenge by the King Para. 142

...................................................................................... H. The Judgment by the King Para. 143 

.......................................................................  1. To the Disciples and Multitudes Matt. 23:1-12 

..............................................................................................  2. To the Pharisees Matt. 23:13-36

.....................................................................................................  3. The Lament Matt. 23:37-39 

......................................................................................... I. Instruction at the Treasury Para. 144

Class #21 ~ Paragraph 145 
VIII. THE PREPARATION FOR THE DEATH OF THE KING .................. Para. 145-164 

 ...................................................................................A. The Prophecies of the King Para. 145 

  ................................................1. The Historical Setting Mark 13:1-2; Matt. 24:1-2; Luke 21:5-6 

......................................................  2. The Three Questions Mark 13:3-4; Matt. 24:3; Luke 21:7 

  3. The General Characteristics 

....................................................   of the Church Age Mark 13:6-7; Matt. 24:4-6;  Luke 21:8-9 

.................................  4. The Sign of the End of the Age Mark 13:8; Matt. 24:7-8; Luke 21:10-11 

..................................  5. The Personal Experiences of the Apostles Mark 13:9-13; Luke 21:12-19 

....................................................................  6. The Sign of the Fall of Jerusalem Luke 21:20-24 

.............................................................  7. The Great Tribulation Mark 13:14-23; Matt. 24:9-28 

...............................................................................................   a. The First Half Matt. 24:9-14 

..................................................................   b. The Second Half Mark 13:14-23; Matt. 24:15-28 

.....................................  8. The Second Coming Mark 13:24-26; Matt. 24:29-30; Luke 21:25-27 

................................................................  9. The Regathering of Israel Mark 13:27; Matt. 24:31 

..................................................................................................  10. The Exhortation Luke 21:28 

............................  11. The Parable of the Fig Tree Mark 13:28-32; Matt. 24:32-35; Luke 21:29-33 

..........................................................................  12. The Rapture Matt. 24:36-42; Luke 21:34-36 

.....  13. Parables Urging Watchfulness, Readiness and Labor Mark 13:33-37; Matt. 24:43-25:30

.............................................................................   a. The Parable of the Porter  Mark 13:33-37 

..................................................   b. The Parable of the Master of the House Matt. 24:43-45a 

........................   c. The Parable of the Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant Matt. 24:45b-51 

......................................................................   d. The Parable of the Ten Virgins Matt. 25:1-13
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...........................................................................   e. The Parable of the Talents Matt. 25:14-30 

.......................................................................  14. The Judgment of the Gentiles Matt. 25:31-46

..............................................................................................  15. Luke’s Summary Luke 21:37-38

Class #22 ~ Paragraph 146 - 160
................................................................ B. The Preparation for Messiah’s Death Para. 146-160 

...................................................................................  1. The Prediction of His Death Para. 146 

.................................................................................  2. The Conspiracy of the Rulers Para. 147 

.......................................................................................  3. The Pouring of Ointment Para. 148 

..........................................................................................  4. The Promise to Betray. Para. 149 

...............................................  5. The Last Passover and the First Lord’s Supper Para. 150-160 

.............................................................................   a. The Preparation for the Seder. Para. 150 

.....................................................................................   b. The Passover Observance Para. 151 

.......................................................................................................   c. The First Cup Para. 152 

................   d. The Washing of the Feet and the First Prediction of Judas’ Betrayal. Para. 153 

.............................................   e. Carpas:  The Second Prediction of Judas’ Betrayal Para. 154 

.....................................................................   f. The Breaking of the Middle Matzah Para. 155 

.............................................   g. The Sop:  The Third Prediction of Judas’ Betrayal Para. 156 

....................................................................................................   h. The Third Cup. Para. 157 

..........................................................................................   i. A Lesson in Greatness. Para. 158 

..........................................................................   j. The Prediction of Peter’s Denial. Para. 159 

............................................................................................................   k. The Hallel Para. 160

Class #23 ~ Paragraph 161 - 164
..................................................... C. The Promises and Admonitions by the King Para. 161-162 

..............................................................................  1. In the Upper Room (Promises). Para. 161 

.................................................................  2. On the Way to Gethsemane (Promises) Para. 162 

.........................................................................  3. In the Upper Room (Admonitions) Para. 161 

...........................................................  4. On the Way to Gethsemane (Admonitions) Para. 162 

.......................................................................................... D. The High Priestly Prayer Para. 163 

..............................................................................................  1. Concerning Himself John 17:1-8 

....................................................................................  2. Concerning the Apostles John 17:9-19 
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.....................................................................................................   a. Preservation John 17:9-14 

.......................................................................................................   b. Protection John 17:15-16 

..................................................................................................   c. Sanctification John 17:17-19

.................................................................................  3. Concerning All Believers John 17:20-26 

..............................................................................................................   a. Unity John 17:20-23 

..................................................................................................   b. Glorification John 17:24-26 

....................................................................................... E. The Agony of Gethsemane Para. 164

Class #24 ~ Paragraph 165 - 175
IX. THE TRIAL OF THE KING ............................................................................. Para. 165-175 

.................................................................................................................. A. The Arrest Para. 165 

............................................................................................. B. The Religious Trial Para. 166-171 

...........................................................................................  1. The Trial Before Annas Para. 166 

.....................................................................................  2. The Trial Before Caiaphas Para. 167 

.................................................................................................  3. The Denial by Peter Para. 168 

.....................................................................................  4. The Mockery and Beating Para. 169 

.....................................................................  5. The Condemnation by the Sanhedrin Para. 170 

..................................................................................................  6. The Death of Judas Para. 171 

.................................................................................................... C. The Civil Trial. Para. 172-175 

....................................................................................  1. The First Trial Before Pilate Para. 172 

..........................................................................................  2. The Trial Before Herod Para. 173 

..............................................................................  3. The Second Trial Before Pilate Para. 174 

..........................................................................................................  4. The Mockery. Para. 175

Class #25 ~ Paragraph 176 - 181
X. THE DEATH OF THE KING ............................................................................ Para. 176-181 

.........................................................................................       A. The Procession to Calvary Para. 176 

................................................................................................... B. The Crucifixion Para. 177-179 

...........................................................  1. The First Three Hours:  The Wrath of Men Para. 177 

.....................................................  2. The Second Three Hours:  The Wrath of God. Para. 178 

.......................................................................................  3. The Accompanying Signs Para. 179 

......................................................................................... C. The Burial of the Messiah Para. 180 
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.......................................................................................... D. The Sealing of the Tomb Para. 181

Class #26 ~ Paragraph 182 - 197
XI. THE RESURRECTION AND THE ASCENSION OF THE KING....... Para. 182-197 

........................................................................... A. The Dawning of Resurrection Day Para. 182 

....................................................................................... B. The Opening of the Tomb. Para. 183

............................................................................................ C. The Visit of the Women Para. 184 

...................................................................................... D. The Report to the Apostles Para. 185 

................................................................ E. The First Appearance:  Mary Magdalene Para. 186 

.................................................................... F. The Second Appearance:  The Women Para. 187 

.................. G. The Report of the Guard:  The Rejection of the Second Sign of Jonah Para. 188 

................................. H. The Third Appearance:  To the Two on the Emmaus Road Para. 189 

................................................................................. I. The Fourth Appearance:  Peter Para. 190

................................................................................ J. The Fifth Appearance:  The Ten Para. 191 

......................................................................... K. The Sixth Appearance:  The Eleven Para. 192 

...................................................................... L. The Seventh Appearance:  The Seven Para. 193 

........................................................ M. The Eighth Appearance:  The Five Hundred Para. 194 

............................................................................... N. The Ninth Appearance:  James. Para. 195 

...................................................................... O. The Tenth Appearance:  The Eleven. Para. 196 

........................................................................................ P. The Ascension of the King Para. 197 

Class #27 ~ The Sequel
  1. Relationship to the Book of Acts 

  2. Relationship to the Book of Hebrews

  3. Signs 

  4. The Third Sign of Jonah
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Instructor’s Manual                                  
General Information for the Instructor

• This course is divided into 27 sessions of approximately 2 hours each.  

• Recommendations for teaching this course in this format:

• The material presented in this instructor’s manual generally requires at least a two hour 
teaching session per class, depending on the amount of discussion.  More time may be added 
on for fellowship, worship, or extended prayer if those are desired elements of the class. 

• In the first class, it is recommended that each member of the class get a chance to share 
something of their lives, so that a learning environment of mutual respect and good will can 
be fostered.  As the course progresses, good discussions are dependent on the respectful 
interchange of ideas.  

• Guidelines for the class should be explained during the first session.  One example is a 
standard for group confidentiality, which will foster trust among the class members when life 
issues arise.

• The materials to be used should be distributed and questions regarding them answered. The 
purpose of the homework should be explained, in that it is meant to prepare each student to 
more easily grasp the information presented in class.  The average duration of time required 
to complete the homework each week is 1 1/2 hours per week.

• The binder handed out to each student contains a compilation of the presentation slides, and 
the homework.  Having the printed presentation slides is invaluable to the students in that 
they will have more time to listen if they don’t have to write furiously to keep up. 

• Each student will need a copy of  “Ariel’s Harmony of the Gospels.”  

• It is also recommended that there be a mechanism put into place where by the group can be 
made aware of prayer needs, such as a class e-mail exchange for the dissemination of prayer 
requests.  The importance of opening and closing in prayer can not be over emphasized.

Notes about this Instructor’s Manual
• The instructor’s manual is meant to help the presenter in having the information at hand to 

teach in correlation with the power points. 

• The bullet points are major points to be made in presenting the material.  Discussion and 
class interaction is encouraged, and the instructor’s manual gives places where this can occur 
easily.

• Discussion questions are merely SUGGESTIONS, both in terms of placement and content.  
It is encouraged that each teacher put some thought into what would interest their group to 
discuss.  The discussion questions should reinforce the concepts taught in the course. 
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• At the beginning of  of each paragraph, only ONE of the Gospel accounts is selected for 
reading due to time considerations.  It is absolutely invaluable to read this together, 
immediately prior to teaching the paragraph.  It works well if the class members take turns 
volunteering to read aloud, while everyone follows along.  In this way the material is fresh in 
every one’s mind, and the class participation keeps everyone alert.

• The instructor’s manual is written in the present tense, to create a dynamic of immediacy as 
the class goes through each event in Jesus’ life.

• When the initials “PP” with a caption are present, the information is noted on the slide. On 
occasion there may be several “PP” notations for one slide which contains several points.  

• Bullet points are grouped, with spaces inserted to indicate the transition to a new concept.  
This is intended to help the instructor visually track the information more easily on the page. 

• It is essential that in preparation for each class that the teacher views Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s 
DVD of “The Life of Messiah from a Jewish Perspective.” 

• It is recommended that the teacher have access to the complete set of manuscripts available 
through Ariel Ministries.  

• There is a section called “Extras” at the end of some paragraphs in this manual.  They 
comprise additional useful information that is completely optional in terms of inclusion.  The 
instructor should feel free to use them or not, as time and inclination permit.  

• According to the make up and interests of the class, each instructor may wish to do extra 
research of their own on topics such as archaeology, history, or information from an Ariel 
manuscript, such as has been included in “Extras.” 

The PowerPoints
• The slide presentation that accompanies this instructor’s manual is in PDF format. Slide 

presentations (such as PowerPoint) are inconsistent across Windows and Mac platforms and 
even across computers. However, PDF versions of slide presentations have the benefit of 
consistency and can be opened with free PDF readers (such as Acrobat Reader). Launch the 
PDF in any PDF reader, and go to full screen mode to do the presentation. It will work quite 
well that way. 
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Introductory Material
Class #1 

• The first class covers the presentation of introductory material and paragraph 1.  This should 
take place in the second half of the two hours allotted, with the beginning of class spent in 
getting to know each other. 

• The teacher is encouraged to plan a means of allowing this to happen.

Introduction
• This course is based on Ariel Ministries’ course “The Life of Messiah from a Jewish 

Perspective” as taught by Arnold Fruchtenbaum.  It is a study of the four Gospels, in the 
order of events laid down by Luke.

• In most studies and commentaries the historical background taught is the Greek and Roman 
context.  This works well for many of the books of the Bible, such as the latter part of Acts, 
Ephesians, Corinthians, and Galatians.

• However the life of Jesus plays itself out in the culture and setting of 1st century Israel.  The 
four Gospels describe events rooted in a Jewish context.  They are written the way they are 
written because of a specific Jewish frame of reference and the unique culture of Israel in the 
1st Century.  

• When the gospel writers put their pen to papyrus, this Jewish frame of reference was 
common knowledge to their readers, but over the centuries this common knowledge was lost 
to the mainstream church.

• By the time the 4th century rolled around the church began to ignore the Jewish frame of 
reference, and divisions in the Church began to occur.

• The meaning of phrases in the scriptures such as “to be born of water” were lost.  That phrase 
and others like it had a specific Jewish meaning, and we will study what those meanings were 
in the course of this study.

• Teacher note:  Refer to Appendix 1.  Discuss the rules of interpretation which will be adhered 
to in this course.

Materials
• The text which we will use is “Ariel’s Harmony of the Gospels,” which is useful in that we can 

study the events of the four Gospels side by side with each other. 
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• You have received a binder, in which you have the outline of the course.  The Life of Jesus has 
been divided into eleven major life divisions.  Also in the binder are prints of the slide 
presentation that we will be using, with room for your own notes.

• Also included in your binder is the homework, which should take you about an hour and a 
half each week to do.  By the end of the course you will have a wonderful resource of valuable 
information.

• For further study, materials are available from Ariel Ministries.  Both the MP3 and the DVD 
set of this course may be ordered from Ariel.org.  There are also approximately 190 
manuscripts of great use for further study (which can be procured as a set).

Approach
• There are TWO basic ways to approach the Life of the Messiah.

1. The geographical approach: this approach divides Jesus’ life by the various REGIONS in 
which he acted, such as “the greater Galilean ministry,” or “the later Judean ministry,” etc.  

2. The thematic approach: this approach will be used for this study, and is based on the theme 
“Jesus, the Messianic King.”  The outline is organized into eleven major life divisions 
pertaining to this theme.  Using this approach one can more readily see the correlations 
between the events of Jesus’ life.

• Let’s look at the outline together.

PP - 	Explanation Slide
• Note captions along with the PowerPoint.

The Sources of Knowledge - Luke’s Prologue
• Read paragraph 1 (Luke’s prologue, Luke 1:1-4).

PP -	The Sources of knowledge
• The circle represents the life of Jesus, and inside the circle is everything that Jesus ever said or 

did, as John 21:25 tells us “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they 
were written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that 
would be written.”

• Events A, B, and C are events that happened in Jesus’ life.
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• Matthew chose events A and C, but not event B, to include in his Gospel, while Mark chose 
events B and C, but not event A.

• The events that each gospel writer chose to select were different based on the theme they 
were pursuing, and the audience they were targeting.

• They never contradict each other, but they fill in different blanks.

• Discussion question:  Is this clear?

• Now we will discuss each gospel writer, and their themes and target audiences.

Matthew
• Either Matthew or Mark were the first Gospels written, possibly as early as 50 A.D., 

probably before 70 A.D.  

• Matthew was formerly a tax collector for the Roman government, one who would have been 
an outcast to Jewish society as such.  He would have been able to consort only with 
disreputable members of Jewish society.

PP - Theme: Jesus the Messiah, the King of the Jews
• Prime Audience:  the first believers who had need of a Gospel, Jewish believers.

• Emphasis:  Matthew’s emphasis was on Jesus’ fulfillment of the role of Messianic King.

• The early days of the Church were spent primarily in Jerusalem, and the believers there had 
direct access to the apostles for information about Jesus.

• However, upon the stoning of Stephen in Acts 7, many of these Jewish believers were 
dispersed to places such as Syria and Lebanon.

• They then had need of an authoritative life of the Messiah, which Matthew gave them in his 
Gospel.

• Matthew’s account supports the theme of Jesus the Messiah, King of the Jews in several 
ways.

• Matthew quotes the Old Testament, or the Tanakh (the 5 books of Moses, the Prophets, and 
the writings) over 60 times and makes extensive use of Messianic prophecies to show that 
Jesus was really the Messianic Davidic King.

• Many Jewish people were asking, and still ask today, if Jesus was the Messiah, where is the 
Messianic Kingdom promised?

• Matthew explains the Kingdom program and the delay of an earthly Messianic Kingdom.

• He also relayed Jesus’ words which warned of the impending judgment of 70 A.D. (Matthew 
22:7, 23:36-38), which uniquely concerned the Jewish nation.
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Mark
• Tradition tells us that it was written in Rome.

• Mark was Peter’s right-hand man, or amanuensis (scribe).  He was a first-hand witness of 
Peter’s teachings.  Peter called him “my son Mark.”

PP -	Theme: Jesus the Messiah, the servant of Jehovah
• Prime Audience:  the Romans.

• Emphasis:  Mark portrayed Jesus in the framework of the ideal Roman, who valued being 
able to receive a commission and carry it out quickly.

• Romans were more concerned about a man’s abilities than his lineage.  Roman society was 
achievement oriented.

• Mark focused on Jesus’ actions, to meet the action mentality of the Romans.

• Mark used the phrases “straight away, forthwith, and immediately” 42 times, conveying a 
sense of urgency in getting the mission done.

• While presenting Jesus as one who appeals to a Roman mindset, Mark did not fail  to accent 
Jesus’ Jewish background.

• Mark explains Jewish customs to the Romans in his Gospel.

• Mark also used passages from Isaiah to portray Jesus as the suffering servant of Jehovah.

• Isaiah’s favorite title for Messiah was “the servant of Jehovah, or the servant of the Lord.”

• Mark used this motif of Messiah as a servant carrying out the mission He was called to 
perform.

Luke
• Luke was a physician.  He was the first trained medical missionary, accompanying Paul on 

some of his journeys.

• Luke may have been from Antioch.  Theophilus, to whom he addressed his Gospel, was a 
wealthy government official in Antioch.

PP - Theme: Jesus the Messiah, the Son of Man
• Prime Audience:  the Greeks

• Emphasis:  Luke presented his gospel in terms that Greeks could relate to.
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• The Greeks were famous for two things: being historically minded, and their concept of the 
ideal man.

• In terms of history, the Greeks were the main source of recorded history, even for the 
histories of other nations such as Egypt.

• The Greek concept of the ideal man was:

1. A man who was fully self disciplined both mentally and physically.

2. A man who was capable of deep thought.

3. A man who was capable of great activity.

• They originated the Olympic games along these ideals.

• There were already narratives available when Luke wrote his Gospel, and he used  both 
Matthew and Mark who were not concerned about the chronological order, as well as 
eyewitness accounts.

• Luke saw the need to lay out the events of Jesus’ life in order.  The Greek word used for 
“order” is chronological order.

• Whenever there is a discrepancy in the order of events rendered in the Gospels, Luke may be 
taken as authoritative, as he alone makes the statement that the events are in consecutive 
order.

• Luke had access to Mary, as he tells the reader what Mary was thinking in his account.

• Luke shows concern for three things that the other gospel writers do not:

1. He shows concern for Jerusalem, recording events and teachings about Jerusalem that the 
others leave out.

2. He shows concern about Gentiles, and had Paul’s concern for Gentile evangelism.

3. He shows concern about women, and records events involving women that the others chose 
not to record.

• We will highlight these themes as we study Luke in this course.

John
• John was one of Jesus’ closest associates and His cousin.

PP -	Theme: Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God
• Prime Audience:  the Church.
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• Emphasis: John emphasized the Deity of Jesus.

• His main concern was to record the things that Mark, Matthew and Luke had left out, 
namely Jesus’ teachings, sermons, and messages.  He is the one who focuses on Jesus’ words 
more than His works.

• John develops two sub-themes:

1. The conflict of light and dark.

2. That Jesus came to reveal the Father to men.

• The Gospel of John is beautifully and deliberately designed, and he works with three sets of 
seven:

1. Seven signs.

2. Seven discourses.

3. Seven “I am’s.”
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Appendix 1

Rules of Interpretation for Understanding 
Prophecy and Scripture

Formulated by Dr. David L. Cooper, Founder & Director of the 
Biblical Research Society

#1 - The Golden Rule of Interpretation
When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense; therefore, take 
every word at it’s primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate 
context, studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths, indicates 
clearly otherwise.

#2 - The Law of Double Reference
The Law of Double Reference is the principle of associating similar or related ideas, which are 
usually separated from one another by a long period of time, and which are blended into a single 
picture like the blending of pictures by a stereopticon.  A clear example of this law may be found 
in Isaiah 11:1-5.  Verses 1 and 2 refer to the first coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and verses 3 and 5 
tell of the second time He comes to earth.

#3 - The Law of Recurrence
The Law of Recurrence involves the recording of an event and the repetition of the account 
which gives added details.  This principle may be illustrated by the artist who “blocks out the 
portrait” of a person at the first sitting and adds details at the subsequent sittings.  An example is 
Ezekiel 38:1 - 39:16.  Chapter 38 gives a complete account of the coming invasion of Israel by 
Russia and the subsequent destruction of the Russian army in Israel.  Chapter 39 then repeats 
the account from the beginning giving additional details.

#4 - The Law of the Context 
A text apart from its context is a pretext.  A verse can only mean what it means in its context and 
must not be taken out if its context.  An example is Zechariah 13:6.  This verse is often used to 
prophecy of the Messiah.  Pulled out of its context, it does indeed sound like it refers to Jesus.   
But the context of verses 2-6 is speaking of false prophets.  Verse 6 cannot refer to Jesus unless 
Jesus is a false prophet.  This is the danger of studying a verse by itself rather than in context.  
The common saying, “you can prove anything by the Bible,” is only true when this law is violated.
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